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PRobert is:
< A social worker with experience in several fields:

education, child welfare, cultural competence, mental
health, forensics administration

< In addition to “day jobs” has maintained a private practice
for the past 20 years

< Co-author of Prevention and treatment of addictions
among North American Persons of African descent:
Another look at the disease model (unpublished
manuscript)

< Was an instructor in Africentric cohort of the M.Ed in
lifelong learning at MSVU

Introduction



PEducation inequities for Black youth

PBlack families over represented among the
poor

PBlack youth over represented as perpetrators
and victims of crime

PBlack youth under represented among users
of voluntary helping systems

The Need for Specific Strategies



P1965-67 Destruction of Africville

P1965 Dept of Ed establishes Black fund

P1968 Black United Front established

P1969 Black Educators Association established

P1989-94 Black Learners Advisory Committee

P1996 Task Force on Gov.  Services

P2005 Cultural Competence Guidelines in Health

Black Engagement in NS



PCultural Awareness Youth Groups

PNia Centre Africentric Drug Prevention

PStudent Support Workers in schools

PLife Lessons for Black Youth (DOJ)

PCamp Kujichagulia and similar programmes

P Imhotep’s Legacy Academy

Black Youth Engagement



PMust have competent, preferably culturally similar
facilitators/leaders

PMust use culturally relevant methodologies

PMust be informed by and teach socio-political
realities 

PMust promote youth to active engagement in
community and civic affairs

PMust support positive racial identity development

Principles of Successful
Engagement





Racial Identity Development, Wright (2003)



PObama’s speech preceded by State criticism

P “Presidential ethic” adverse to criticizing
America

PEmphasized student responsibility OVER
system responsibility

PReinforced American “bootstrap” mythology

The Challenge of Engagement

Evidenced in Obama’s failure to tell students the truth



PExcerpt from: Kohl, H. (1994).  I won’t learn
from you!  Confronting student resistance.  In
Rethinking our Classrooms: teaching for
equity and justice.

Engagement as Activism
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